should have been invited by Hindenburg to form a
Government,
But Parliamentarianism no longer ruled in Germany;
Briining's policy of ruling by decree had rendered Parlia-
ment impotent, while Hindenburg, with von Papen as his
instrument, was about to kill it,
Franz von Papen, in his attempt to overthrow Bruning
and rule in his stead, had mobilized every conceivable
section of Nationalism in the struggle. The Nazis required
no inciting to stage demonstrations against the Govern-
ment, so these he left to follow their own plans, The
President, who had just been re-elected to office, and in
whose cause no man had laboured more sincerely than his
Chancellor, was made to see Bruning in a disgraceful light
by Hindenburg's own friends among the Junkers. They
wrote him complaining letters about conditions on their
land and the lot of agriculture generally, blaming Bruning
for this condition because of his refusal to increase the
payments from the land fund, which, from all accounts,
had so far been only used by bankrupt squires from East
Prussia to live riotously in Paris and on the Riviera, and
who came back for more when the earlier subsidy had been
exhausted, Bruning, aware of this, had decided to use these
Junker lands, which were neglected in any case, for agri-
cultural settlements in an endeavour to increase the pro-
ductivity of the State. The Junkers incited Hindenburg
against Briming by the tale that expropriation was in the
wind, whereupon the old President forgot his oath to the
Republic and remembered his duty to his caste.
At that moment Bruning was in Geneva and Hindenburg
was at Neudeck, Franz von Papen and Kurt von Schleicher
were in informal conversation with the French Ambassador,
who was acquainted with the news that the Right had
decided upon bringing about Briining's fall
In Geneva, Heinrich Briming; German Chancellor and
delegate to the League, was being feted by the representa-
tives of fifty-two nations for having prevented Hitler from
becoming President by his electoral campaigning on behalf
of Hindenburg, against his Party and his conscience. Nor
did he leave Geneva empty-handed. The Powers realized
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